HOUSE EXTENSIONS

rofessional advice as eary as possible. You aretherclore advised lo come

The design of house extensions needs p
scuss your proposals well brfore submitting an application.

into the Development Control office and di

42 will have 1o be deawn up in suflicient detall to apply far bolh planning

Adter preliminary discussions you il
approval, which you must have before

permission which you may b required to obtain and building regquiztions
slarting work on sile.

Extensions can make or mar existing houses. In cerain cases no exension to the house would be acceptable - in
particular a listed building of outstanding or unique characler.

These guidelines apply to all members of the public in Morth Devon who are considering extending their house -
whether it is new or old, fisted ar nol. :

" _ Design Elements

In considering extensions to individual detached or semi-detacthed houses, the mast important design elements
affecting extensions are as lollows:

{i) The roof form
(i) Windows and doors S
(iii) Materals (walls etc) and colour.

The Hoof Form

(Old houses generally consist of several separately identifiable volumes each with a pitched roof. Because the roof

forms are similar they give sense of unity to the house 2s 2 whole. .

The main elements are (a) symmetrically pilched roofs (b) mano-pitched roofs & (c) hipped and hall-hipped roofs

which consist of three inclined planes.

Traditional House Roof Elements
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ki The actual pitch of the roof is determined by the roof covering.
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In North Devon thatched roofs are generally of a lower pitch than in Central and Eastern England.

Doors and Windows

Reference should be made to the N.D.D.C. design guide on “Replacement Windows in Hisloric Buildings™ for
detailed advice on window types.

-

However general rules do apply to all house extensions - in particular where the existing house has verically
proportionad windows, these should be reflected in the new extension.

The Correct Treatment The Incorrect Treatment

Material and Colour

Generally, when extending older houses the new éxtension should be built of materials that are of the same fype
and quality as the exisiting house.

This principle also applies to new dormers and roof extensions. Dormers should always relate to the windows below
and not rise flush with the wall below. If headroom allows, velux type rooflights can sometimes provide a neater job.

ExtensionTypes

Simple two storey pitched houses can be extended in several ways.

A lenghwise projection is not visually salisfactory if the existing facade is symmetrical. For this reason a stepped
back extension is often better, and it is best when both the roof and walls are treated as separale elements lo the
main body of the house.
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Lengthwise ijei::ﬁun Slepped-back Projection

Gabled Extensions

Gabled extensions can provide uselul additional accomodation to small house. Generally their width should not be
greater than the width of the main building. Also gabled extensions look awkward if the ridge line length is shorer

than the gable widih.

(if) Awkward

(i) Satisfactory

The reason for (ii} looking unsatisfactory is that there is too small a projection under the roof to give a positive
architectural statement,

Large Formal Houses and Terraced Houses - Urban and Rural

Formal Houses

Extensions Lo large formal town or country houses of 18th century or earlier origin are a difficult design challenge.

Nevertheless, instead of badly imitating an existing formal design, it is possible to achieve a balanced compasition
by using links between the old and new buildings. the links can be either glazed or sofid, In this context it is worth : ’
being aware that many major historical buildings were the product of successive styles of architeclure that were built T

over a kong period of time,
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Terraced Housing

The main arcitectural elements of many British historic towns consist of teraced houses. [n North Devan, even masl
small villages have a "row” of two storey collages. In Bamnstaple there are soveralimpressive terraces of four or more
storeys in heightl. The seaside resort of lifracombe, is largely an early 19th century town, dominated by several large

four anf five slorey terraces, thal straddle across its hillside landscape; giving dramatic views over the Brstol
Channel.

Roofscape

Assuniing that dormer windows are allowed at all within the streel scene; they should be modest in size and relate
ta {he overall window patiern of the terrace.
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Rear Extensions

For abvious reasons in terace housing the only place for extensions is af the rear. The use of gabled, catslida, or
manopitched mofs can ensure that now work blends in with the exisiling building.
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Details

Lean to extensions E

Generally lean-to extensions are an unsalisfactory way of extending histaric buildings. However, when out of view,

they may be acceptable. In most cases windows are better located at the side rather than on the main face of the
extansion.

Roof should nat be flat; but pitch should be slightly lower than main bady of housa

vindows best at side of
lzan-lo extensian

Flat Roofs

Flat roofs are almost always an unacceptable way of extending historic houses. However they should not be
disguised by a false pitch. '
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Garages

Mew garages should relate to any existing old outbuildings nearby. Whern a double garage is needed, a pyramid

style roof may be the most suitable form to adopt,

Conclusion

Hool Pitches: In historic houses the lower the elevation the lower the pitch. this is particularly important when

extensions are propoascd.
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